ALLENBY IN EGYPT
was a demonstration and shouts of "Down with the
British!'3 outside the church where a memorial service
was being held.
The drama of the day's events was not ended by the
funeral   The Egyptian Parliament was due to meet at
5 P.M., and expectation was tense as to the decisions to be
taken.    It was  thought  that  the  Government  might
resign.     At   the   Residency   Allenby   was   impatiently
awaiting a telegram from the Foreign Office.    He had
determined to deliver an ultimatum that afternoon to the
Egyptian Government and had cabled home its proposed
terms asking for a reply by midday on the 22nd.   As the
afternoon wore on and no reply was received, Allenby's
impatience became acute.    He was determined to hand
the Note to the Prime Minister before Parliament met
at 5 P.M.   He feared otherwise that Zaghlul might resign
and that there would be no Government to receive the
terms.   At 4.15 P.M. he decided that he could wait no
longer for Foreign Office approval.    He  had  directed
that a cavalry regiment, the i6th/5th Lancers, should
stand by at Kasr-el-Nil barracks after the funeral, and
he now ordered it to parade in front of the Residency to
escort him to the Prime Minister's house.   Allenby seldom
made use of display or ceremony, and this is perhaps the
only occasion of his life when he deliberately employed
dramatic methods.   He had still a vital decision to make.
As he was leaving the Residency to enter his car one of
his staff came running from the Chancery.    The long-
awaited cable from the Foreign Office had at last arrived
and was being deciphered; from its length it was obviously
not a simple acceptance of Allenby's proposed terms.
On learning that it was  impossible  to  complete  the
deciphering before five o'clock, Allenby decided without
hesitation  to  proceed  with  the  delivery  of   his  own
ultimatum.    Dressed informally in a grey lounge suit
with a soft felt hat, he was driven with his escort of
114